























PR A T E R. 


By NicHotas BasBBLe, Efq; 





NUMBER XXV. 





SATURDAY, Auguf 28, 1756. 











Nemo mortalhum omnibus boris fapit. 


S you feem to be a Redreffer of Grie- 
vances, I fhall take the Liberty to 
nenticn one which cannot be more 
properly communicated to the Public 
than under the Sanction of your Re- 





“) commendation. I trouble you, Mr. 
BaABBLE, not from a difpofition to complain, but from 
a defire to prevent others from being fo grofly impofed 
upon as I have been. 


I have a very convenient Houfe in Shire, with 
a large piece of ground behind it, laid out in a manner 
Cec which 
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which thofe who have no notion of the Beauties of 
Nature would perhaps think trifling and abfurd. — I 
am extremely fond of the vegetable and flowery Tribe, 
and have therefore covered my Walls with Peaches, 
Netarines, Apricots and Plumbs, not forgetting thofe 
Vines which produce the moft high-flavoured Grapes. 
I have alfo planted a great many ftandard Cherries, 
Apples, Pears and Green Gages. My Kitchen Garden is | 
well ftored with every thing nece lary for the Table, 


we eat 





and my Borders bloom with an infinite variety of fra- 
grant Flowers. — But a Melon is my fupreme delight. 
Iam, you. muft know Sir, a Connoiffeur in Melons, 
and take care to have that delicious I’ruit in perfection, 
by procuring Seed from the fineft forts. I have feveral 
Melons in my Garden, which were never known in 
this part of the Country before. In fhort, the day on 
which I cut the firft Melon in the Seafon is celebrated 


tn ethane 


with particular feftivity by my whole Family, and all 
the neighbouring Gentry are invited to fee the cere- 
mony performed, I had this Summer fome very fine 
Cantaloupes, the daily yellowing of which I beheld 
with unufual fatisfaction. I happened a few days ago 
to be on my return from a Friend’s Houfe about fif- 
teen Miles off, where I had fpent a few Weeks. As 
the Weather was exceflively hot, and as my little jour- 
ney had made me thirfty, I flopt within feven Miles 
of my own Houfe, at a great Inn upon the Road, be- 








2 twe Can i V relyo ails i On and call ict d {; wy a Bottle of Cy der rd 
but I found it fo ditserceat le, that I was forced to | 
defire the Mafter to get me fome fruit. — “I don’t 
“© core what fort, Mi , daid 7, only let it be 
“ ripe and frefh.” — “ Really Sir, replicd he, I have 
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have thought it was poffible for one to be found good 
out of my own Garden, fhould have greedily ordered 
it. But I only anfwered with a fhake of my_ head. 
My Landlord, however, went on to affure-me, with a 
great deal of earneftnefs, that he believed there never 
was a finer Melon in the World: that he had bought 
it at an extravagant price for fome Gentlemen, who 
promifed to dine at his Houfe, but had difappointed 
him, and that he had it therefore on his hands: — 
‘If you will give me leave to fhew it you, continued 
“he, I believe you will have a better opinion of it.” 
In fhort, he extolled it fo much, that I grew defirous 
to fee what I concluded he had no judgment about, 
and ordered him to produce the Melon. When it ap- 
peared, I was amazed. It looked and {melt moft in- 
vitingly, and it was a true Cantaloupe. It was, in fhort, 
fo exaCtly like my own Melons that I could have 
fworn it had been one of them. After commending it, 
I afked my Landlord where he got it; pretending an 
inclination to have fuch another to carry home with 
me. — He affured me it was not in his power to gra- 
tify me, as the Gardener who ferved his Houfe with 
Fruit told him it was not raifed by himfelf, but fold 
to him by one aac Dibble. —You will eafily imagine 
my aftonifhment when I tell you that Drébke is my 
Ga 


und after having afked a few queftions about this faith- 


rdener. —I {tided my farprize as well as I could, 


vant, paid the Landlord for my own Melon, and 


departed with a mind violently difturbed. As foon as I 


had dined (for my Wife, to whom I communicated 
this picce of Villainy, perfuaded me to take time to 


f 7 ° 4 , : e 
conider how I fhould punith the Author of it) I or- 
. : 1 rout ’ 
1¢ Fellow to be called. The Servants told me 
ad not been feen fince morning. I then flew 


‘ 
ALAR 
into the Gard 
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Garden, hoping at leaft to difcover the fpot 
where the theft had been committed. Juft as I had 
enter’d the Mclon-Grnund, I ftumbled on a fheet of 
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Paper which this Rafcal had dropped. This Paper has 
made a full difcovery of his iniquitous proceedings, 
which are written in a Style and Manner fo much fu- 
perior to his Occupation that I am_ thoroughly con- 
vinced he muft be a Jefuit in difguife. I fend you 
with this Letter a Copy of Mr. Ifaac Drbble’s procced- 
ings, for the Benefit of thofe Gentlemen who keep 
Gardeners. When I catch my projecting Villain, I will 
make him pay dear for the Rogueries he has been 
guilty of, particularly the laft, which is not to be for- 
given, by 


Your moft obedient humble Servant, 


C. D. 


« Ufeful Improvements in the Art of Gardening are 
* fo interefting to almoft every Individual, that I need 
“not urge any thing in praife of an Art, the purfuit 
“of which (as will be particularized in the fubfequent 
“ Treatife) is attended with Profit, Health and Pleafure. 
‘© Jf fhall not, like Cardanus Rider, and the reft of 
‘our modern Almanack-mongers, travel from Arics to 
‘Gemini, and fo on through the whole feries of ce- 
‘ leftial monfters ; nor will I prefume to affert at what 
“ Night, Flour or Minute, the Moon or Planets will 
“ fhed their Influence on Cabbages, Potatoe-roots, and 
‘‘ others of the vegetable Tribe, my whole defign being 
“t> mention fuch things only as are more efiential to 
“the Well-being, Emolument and Inftruction of the 


‘“ Gardiner ; to whom I would dictate shus. 


«© Soon as you are fettled in any Family, be it your 
 firft Care to furvey, with mathematical accuracy, the 
“ whole fuperficies of the Garden. —When this is com- 
«‘ pleated, I would have you proceed to enumerate your 
‘© Gains in this manner. — A convenient number of the 

“* young 
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young Efpaliers on the fouthern Afpect muft fall to 
my Wife's fhare, and will provide her decently with 
Hoops, Gowns and Snuff. — A tenth of the Lettuces, 
Sailad-Herbs, and Brocoli on the weftern Border will 
furnifh both of us with Gin and Tobacco. — A pro- 
portionable tythe of thofe Artichoaks, Savoys and Afpa- 
‘agus on the oppofite fide will keep us in Candles 
and Tea.—~- The Boughs I fhall prune off, and the 
Trees I fhall put to death by Inoculation, &c. will 
fupply us with plenty of Fuel, and (laftly) a moderate 
portion of the Pine-Apples and other Exotics, when 
converted into Specie, will, by due computation, clear 
the Expence of our Sunday's excurfions. —When you 
have thus finifhed your Calculation, the next ftep 
muft be, to prevail on your Mafter’s Wife, Grandmother, 
or Houfekeeper, to ftock his Garden well with Herbs. 
And this may be no difficult matter to effect, confider- 
ing how aptly difpofed their Ladyfhips will be, to take 
upon themfelves the Cure of every Ailment in their 
Houfhold. You will by means of this Scheme, be 
enabled to provide your Apothecary with an enor- 
mous quantity of Drugs and Simples, fo as to balance 
Accompts with him at the year’s end, and pocket a 
few pieces into the bargain. — Should your Majfter ex- 
claim with furprize, That ‘ the Vermin have devour- 
ed twice as many Cabbages and Colliflowers as his 
whole Family put together,’ be it your care to hu- 
mour his Opinion, and fwear with great vchemence, 
That ‘ PHARAon of Egypt was never fo peftered with 
Caterpillars as his Honour’ —In the fame manner, 
let the Birds be fuppofed to have played booty with 
the Cherries. ‘The ts too may bear their quota of 
the blame, and the d/:ghting Eafl-Wind is to be called 
in as occafion fhall require. — Perfuade him by all 
means to embellifh his Garden with Chinefe-Temples, 
Centry-Boxes, Smoaking-Houfes, and other gentecl 

Ddd Lecora- 
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« Decurations. —This point once gained, the Architect, 
« Painter and Carpenter will each be bound in honour 
“to prefent you with a handfome gratuity, efpecially as 
“they muft be employed of courfe in frequent Repairs, 
* Rebuildings, and additional ornaments. 


In this ColleGtion of Rules (which is certainiy the Bett 
ever yet made publick upon the Subject) the Gardiner 
may view fome Branches of his Vocation in a clearer 
Light. And many ufefel hints are thrown in his way, 
which if he pleafes to follow, will infallibly guide him 
to the difburfement of his Family Expences, to the pro- 
viding them Meat, Drink, Apparel and Phyfick; and fi- 
nally, will enable him to ride confpicuous in his one- 
horfe Chair on a Sunday.— And thus is the Art of 
Gardening fhewn, by felf-evident Demonttration, to be 
productive of Profit, Health, and Pleafure. 








